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Western Guilford High School        Social Studies Department 

Dr. Timothy Reagin                    2022-2023 APUSH 

 

Students will explore U.S. History from discovery to the present and will improve critical thinking skills through 

analytical and interpretive study of America's past.  The AP U.S. History course provides the opportunity for advanced 

work, rigorous academic study, and the practical application of the major ideas and concepts found in the study of United 

States history. The course is challenging and requires students to take greater responsibility for their learning by 

participating in problem-seeking and problem-solving, scholarly and creative processes, critical analysis and application, 

reflective thinking, and the expression and defense of ideas generated through the study of the content. This college-level 

survey meets graduation requirements for U.S. History and requires the student to take the U.S. History Advanced 

Placement Exam on Friday, May 5, 2023 at 8:00am. 

 

GENERAL OBJECTIVES 

• Students will learn to generalize, from historical investigations, so that they can apply this information to make 

predictions regarding current events.  

• Course participants will learn to assess the validity of conflicting accounts, of historic events to, and draw their 

own conclusions using available primary source documents. 

• Students will learn to recognize subjective and biased historic narratives given the perspectives of the sources. 

• Critical analysis skills will be developed using a wide range of primary sources which include music, poetry, 

cartoons, text, artwork, and photographs.   

• Students will learn how to prepare for college courses. 

 

TEXT(S); ADDITIONAL STUDENT RESOURCE MATERIALS 

The course text is AMSCO American History for the A.P. This is provided digitally and in print by WGHS. 

You should secure a test prep book but this is not required: Princeton Review AP U.S. History Prep, 2022 - (College Test 

Preparation) by The Princeton Review (Paperback) is the one I recommend. ISBN – 9780525571056. 

The following supplies should satisfy a student's needs over the course of the school year.  

One 2 or 3 inch 3-ring binder; 1 package black or blue pens; 1 package #2 pencils; 1 package college-ruled paper; 1 5 

subject spiral bound notebook 

 

Grading Policy 

All work will be turned in hand written unless otherwise indicated. Refer to the handbook for more information 

Your Quarter Grade will be calculated as follows: 

Process 60% (classwork, homework, quizzes, etc.) and Product 40% (tests, projects, etc.) for 100% total. 

 

Late Work and Make-up Work Policy 

If a student is absent, they will be allowed the number of days they missed, plus 2 to make up the missing work. 

(Example: If you miss 5 days of school for Covid (8/29-9/2), you will have 5+2 days to make up all missing work after 

you return (Work would be due on 9/14).You will not be allowed to make the missing work up if you are unable to 

provide documentation that codes the absence as excused. 

 

Quizzes and Tests 

Quizzes will occur at least bi-weekly to make sure all students are keeping current with the class readings. You are subject 

to pop quizzes periodically throughout the year as I see fit. These will often occur when I believe few students have done 

the readings or if the class becomes too chatty. Tests will occur for every unit and will be completed in class. 

 

Cheating 

Cheating of any sort will not be tolerated! If you are caught cheating on tests, quizzes, or homework, I will record a score 

of zero for that work. If someone is helping you cheat they will also receive a zero for that work. If you are caught 

cheating on a test or quiz I will also notify your parents/guardians and you will receive a referral to the administration.  

 

Microsoft Teams 

You need to be familiar with Microsoft Teams in the event we need to go virtual for COVID, weather, or other reasons. If 

you find any challenges with the volume or camera on my end, you may unmute yourself and get my attention. Otherwise, 

you are to remain muted so that we don’t hear doorbells, animals, baby siblings, etc… in the background. 
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Our Common Goal 

Our common goal is successful completion of this class year! I want all of you to have a fun and productive year in my 

classes, and I will do everything within my power to ensure that all of you have the same opportunities for academic 

success. I assume, likewise, that all of you wish to do well in my class and that will be reflected in your preparation and 

attitude in my classroom.   

 

Respectful Behavior Policy 

Minor Offenses 

Consequences:  Repeat of minor offenses will be subject to a 15-minute classroom detention before or after school. This 

must be served within five class days.  In addition, the following sanctions will apply: 

Major Offenses 

Consequences: Immediate referral to administration and consequent disciplinary procedure. 

Cell Phones 

All phones must be placed in the front of the room on the indicated table, on silent, every class period! If your phone rings 

or vibrates in class, even if it is one of your parents, I will confiscate the phone and return it to you after school. 

 

Laptops and other Electronic Devices 

You are expected to have your laptop in class every day since we will be using them for lessons, research, and other 

activities.  Your laptop should be fully charged every day, since there will not be an opportunity to charge it in class. You 

may only have your laptop active when we are using it for a classroom activity. 

 

Attendance Policy 

We are all expected to be in class, and ready for business (in our seats), every day when the appropriate bell rings. If you 

are not in the classroom when the start bell finishes sounding, you will be marked as tardy. No one will leave the 

classroom in the first ten or last ten minutes of class. This is non-negotiable. 

If you are absent from a class meeting you will need to contact a classmate to copy their notes from class. This policy 

applies to all classroom absences regardless of the cause of the absence. I will not provide digital copies of my notes to 

compensate for absences. 

 

Welcome to My Classroom 

I am confident that all of you will make an effort to be successful in my class during the 2022-2023 school year. If we 

work together this will be a meaningful and productive academic endeavor for all of us. This is sure to be a challenging 

year. I want you to succeed in my class, at Western Guilford, and in life. Please feel open to chat with me about class, 

history, or other academic topics. I liked school so much that I decided to keep going, seemingly forever. I hope that I can 

help you all find your own academic passion in this class and beyond.  

The course schedule on the following pages are essential to keeping us on task. Please do not lose it. 

 

Thank you,    

   Dr. Timothy Reagin 

 

 

 

General Schedule & Reading Timeline on next page.       Reagin’s APUSH 2022-

2023 

 

Our course textbook is AMSCO Advanced Placement Edition United States History by Newman and Schmalbach. You 

have a digital and print version of this book. You do not have to buy it. DO NOT LOSE THIS SCHEDULE. Our entire 

year is mapped out on this schedule. 

 

Be prepared for a reading quiz any time for that material. The guided reading notes will be worth process grades. Every 

guided reading sheet is subject to collection at my discretion.  

 

 

 

 



 3 

 

 

 

Unit Topic 

Period 1 

1491 - 1607 

 

4-6% 

~ 8 Classes 

1.1 Contextualizing Period 1 

1.2 Native American Societies Before European Contact 

1.3 European Exploration in the Americas 

1.4 Columbian Exchange, Spanish Exploration, and Conquest 

1.5 Labor, Slavery, and Caste in the Spanish Colonial System 

1.6 Cultural Interactions Between Europeans, Native Americans, and Africans 

1.7 Causation in Period 1 

Period 2 

1607 - 1754 

 

6-8% 

~ 14 Classes 

2.1 Contextualizing Period 2 

2.2 European Colonization 

2.3 The Regions of British Colonies 

2.4 Transatlantic Trade 

2.5 Interactions Between American Indians and Europeans 

2.6 Slavery in the British Colonies 

2.7 Colonial Society and Culture 

2.8 Comparison in Period 2 

Period 3 

1754 - 1800 

 

10-17% 

~ 17 Classes 

3.1 Contextualizing Period 3 

3.2 The Seven Years’ War (The French and Indian War) 

3.3 Taxation Without Representation 

3.4 Philosophical Foundations of the American Revolution 

3.5 The American Revolution 

3.6 The Influence of Revolutionary Ideals 

3.7 The Articles of Confederation 

3.8 The Constitutional Convention and Debates over Ratification 

3.9 The Constitution 

3.10 Shaping a New Republic 

3.11 Developing an American Identity 

3.12 Movement in the Early Republic 

3.13 Continuity and Change in Period 3 

Period 4 

1800 - 1848 

 

10-17% 

~ 17 Classes 

4.1 Contextualizing Period 4 

4.2 The Rise of Political Parties and the Era of Jefferson 

4.3 Politics and Regional Interests 

4.4 America on the World Stage 

4.5 Market Revolution: Industrialization 

4.6 Market Revolution: Society and Culture 

4.7 Expanding Democracy 

4.8 Jackson and Federal Power 

4.9 The Development of an American Culture 

4.10 The Second Great Awakening 

4.11 An Age of Reform 

4.12 African Americans in the Early Republic 

4.13 The Society of the South in the Early Republic 

4.14 Causation in Period 4 

Period 5 

1844 - 1877 

 

10-17% 

~ 17 Classes 

5.1 Contextualizing Period 4 

5.2 Manifest Destiny 

5.3 The Mexican–American War 

5.4 The Compromise of 1850 

5.5 Sectional Conflict: Regional Differences 

5.6 Failure of Compromise 

5.7 Election of 1860 and Secession 

5.8 Military Conflict in the Civil War 

5.9 Government Policies During the Civil War 

5.10 Reconstruction 

5.11 Failure of Reconstruction 

5.12 Comparison in Period 5 
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Period 6 

1865 - 1898 

 

10-17% 

~ 18 Classes 

6.1 Contextualizing Period 6 

6.2 Westward Expansion: Economic Development 

6.3 Westward Expansion: Social and Cultural Development 

6.4 The “New South” 

6.5 Technological Innovation 

6.6 The Rise of Industrial Capitalism 

6.7 Labor in the Gilded Age 

6.8 Immigration and Migration in the Gilded Age 

6.9 Responses to Immigration in the Gilded Age 

6.10 Development of the Middle Class 

6.11 Reform in the Gilded Age 

6.12 Controversies over the Role of Government in the Gilded Age 

6.13 Politics in the Gilded Age 

6.14 Continuity and Change in Period 6 

Period 7 

1890 - 1945 

 

10-17% 

~ 21 Classes 

7.1 Contextualizing Period 7 

7.2 Imperialism: Debates 

7.3 The Spanish–American War 

7.4 The Progressives 

7.5 World War I: Military and Diplomacy 

7.6 World War I: Home Front 

7.7 1920s: Innovations in Communication and Technology 

7.8 1920s: Cultural and Political Controversies 

7.9 The Great Depression 

7.10 The New Deal 

7.11 Interwar Foreign Policy 

7.12 World War II: Mobilization 

7.13 World War II: Military 

7.14 Postwar Diplomacy 

7.15 Comparison in Period 7 

Period 8 

1945 - 1980 

 

10-17% 

~ 20 Classes 

8.1 Contextualizing Period 8 

8.2 The Cold War from1945 to 1980 

8.3 The Red Scare 

8.4 Economy after 1945 

8.5 Culture after 1945 

8.6 Early Steps in the Civil Rights Movement (1940s and 1950s) 

8.7 America as a World Power 

8.8 The Vietnam War 

8.9 The Great Society 

8.10 The African American Civil Rights Movement (1960s) 

8.11 The Civil Rights Movement Expands 

8.12 Youth Culture of the 1960s 

8.13 The Environment and Natural Resources from 1968 to 1980 

8.14 Society in Transition 

8.15 Continuity and Change in Period 8 

Period 9 

1980 - Present 

 

4-6% 

~  Classes 

9.1 Contextualizing Period 9 

9.2 Reagan and Conservatism 

9.3 The End of the Cold War 

9.4 A Changing Economy 

9.5 Migration and Immigration in the 1990s and 2000s 

9.6 Challenges of the 21st Century 

9.7 Causation in Period 9 
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Student Name (Please Print Name): _______________________________________________ 

 

Please complete and return by the second day of school. 

 

Attention Parents- PLEASE READ!!! 

  

In this American history class, there are class debates and discussions on the issues that we face in America. This class 

will have an inclusive atmosphere. However, we will discuss many controversial and potentially triggering topics and 

ideas from the history of the United States including, but not limited to, war, violence, state-violence, racism, sexism, 

slavery, discrimination, poverty, genocide, etc. An informed and intellectual discussion of these issues may be triggering 

at times for some students, but their discussion is necessary for education. We cannot shy away from events of the past 

and the classroom is the place to contextualize and better understand these issues.  

I look forward to meeting you. Please do not hesitate to contact me with your questions, concerns, or comments. You play 

a vital role in the success of your child in history class.  Please sign off that you have read through the syllabus with your 

child. I look forward to having a great year. 

Thank You!  

Dr. Timothy M. Reagin 

 

Parent/Guardian Contact Information: 

 

Parent/Legal Guardian 1 (Please Print Name): ________________________________________ 

Relationship to Student: _______________________________________________ 

Email address: __________________________________________  

 Phone number: __________________________________ 

 Best way to reach you (phone or email):_______________________________ 

 

Parent/Legal Guardian 2 (Please Print Name): ________________________________________ 

Relationship to Student: _______________________________________________ 

Email address: __________________________________________  

 Phone number:  __________________________________ 

 Best way to reach you (phone or email):________________________________ 

 

Student Email Address: ________________________________ 

 

*** Please sign below stating that you acknowledge and understand the expectations and requirements of this 

course as outlined in the syllabus. 

 

Student Signature: _____________________________________________ 

 

Parent/ Legal Guardian Signature: _________________________________ 

 
 


